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‘We were wrong. Trudeau apologizes 
for decades of LGBTQ discrimination 


PM delivers historic speech as official announcement is made to compensate 
sexual minorities for systematic expulsion from government service 


In a House of Commons that wit- 
nessed tears and, sometimes cheers, 
Justin Trudeau apologized on Tues- 
day on behalf of all Canadians for 
decades of organized persecution of 
sexual minorities by their own 
government. 

At times wiping tears from his 
eyes, the Prime Minister told a som- 
bre House of Commons: “Over our 
history, laws and policies enacted by 
the government led to the legitimi- 
zation of much more than inequality 
- they legitimized hatred and vio- 
lence, and brought shame to those 
targeted. ... It is with shame and sor- 
row and deep regret for the things 
we have done that I stand here today 
and say: We were wrong. We apolo- 
gize. I am sorry. We are sorry.” 

As he spoke those words, victims 
of a decades-long purge of gays and 
lesbians from the broader public 
service watched from the gallery and 
rose in applause, joined by MPs of all 
parties in a sustained and highly 
emotional ovation. 

Mr. Trudeau’s address to the House 
followed years of demands by the 
LGBTQ community for an apology 
and redress for decades of active dis- 
crimination against sexual minor- 
ities by the federal government. A 
series of articles in The Globe and 
Mail in 2016 that detailed these 
abuses led to two reports by LGBTQ 
activists and then a government 
review culminating in Tuesday’s 
apology. 

From the 1950s to the early 1990s, 
officials sought to identify and elim- 
inate from the ranks of the public 
service, military, RCMP and intelli- 
gence agencies people who were sus- 
pected of being homosexual. 
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EGALE executive director Helen Kennedy, left, hugs purge victim Martine Roy, during a news conference on Parliament Hill in Ottawa on Tuesday in which 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau apologized to the LGBTQ community for decades of persecution. ADRIAN WYLD/THE CANADIAN PRESS 


As N. Korea threat grows, foreign 
ministers to meet in Canada 


Canada and the United States say 
they will co-host a meeting of foreign 
ministers on North Korea following 
the latest intercontinental ballistic 
missile test by the rogue state, which 
experts warn demonstrated the tech- 
nical capacity to reach Washington. 

The range of North Korea’s missiles 
has been steadily expanding, based 
on tests featuring what are believed 
to be mock warheads. Experts cau- 
tion that a real nuclear payload 
would be significantly heavier and 
cut the distance that could be flown, 
but that Pyongyang’s capabilities are 
growing. 

Foreign Affairs Minister Chrystia 
Freeland condemned the launch - 
which took place early Wednesday 
morning North Korean time - calling 
it a “reckless and dangerous act that 
threatens regional and global secur- 
ity.” 

She announced the meeting on 
North Korea will take place in Cana- 
da. It is expected to bring together 
many countries from the United 
Nations coalition established during 
the Korean War, as well as Japan and 
other relevant players. 

“Canada condemns in the stron- 
gest terms North Korea’s continued 
ballistic missile launches, in direct 
violation of many United Nations 
Security Council resolutions,” Ms. 
Freeland said. “North Korea’s nuclear 
and ballistic missile programs pre- 


North Korea’s nuclear and 
ballistic missile programs 
present a direct threat to the 
world. This threat cannot be 
tolerated. 


Chrystia Freeland 
Foreign Affairs Minister 


sent a direct threat to the world. This 
threat cannot be tolerated.” 

Officials familiar with the plans say 
the meeting is not likely to take 
place before the December holiday 
period, but “quite quickly thereaf- 
ter.” They said the point of the meet- 
ing would be to assess whether a 
diplomatic route exists to resolve the 
Korean crisis, even as talk of war 
escalates. This get-together would 
not include officials from North 
Korea. 

The Trudeau government’s state- 
ment Tuesday stands in stark con- 
trast to comments from Ms. 
Freeland’s department as recently as 
two-and-a-half months ago. In mid- 
September, a senior Global Affairs 
official told MPs the Canadian 
government did not believe it was 
under direct threat from North 
Korea. 
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It’s not just 
chopped liver 


Baby beef - and other Jewish dishes 
- are popping up on restaurant 
menus as chefs introduce a new 
generation of diners to old-school 
dishes. 
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Russian chemist’s doping 
diaries detail cheating 


The diaries of Russia’s anti-doping 
lab chief, who spent years helping 
athletes gain an edge by using 
banned substances, provide a new 
level of detail about Russia’s cheat- 
ing at the last Winter Games. 
Globe Sports 


> SECURE 


The Globe’s SecureDrop service 
provides a way to securely share 
information with our journalists. 
tgam.ca/securedrop 


PM urged to delay China trade 
talks until Canadian couple freed 


ROBERT FIFE 

STEVEN CHASE OTTAWA 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau is 
being urged to postpone free-trade 
talks with China until the authori- 
tarian regime frees two Canadians 
who have been detained for more 
than 20 months over a customs duty 
dispute. 

Amy Chang, whose father and 
mother have been trapped in China 
since March, 2016, wrote to Mr. Tru- 
deau on Monday, asking him to 
“directly help free my parents” 
when he meets President Xi Jinping 
and Prime Minister Li Keqiang next 
week. 

Mr. Trudeau leaves for Beijing on 
Saturday to meet China’s top lead- 
ers, where they are expected to 
formally announce bilateral free- 
trade talks - negotiations that will 
likely take years. 

Ms. Chang says the Chinese 
government has criminalized what 
should merely be a commercial dis- 
pute and that her parents’ treatment 
should serve as a warning to people 
looking to do business in China. 

The case has raised questions 
about the Liberal government’s pur- 
suit of a special relationship with 
China - a country that doesn’t have 
an independent justice system and 
where graft and corruption are com- 
mon. 

John Chang, who emigrated from 
Taiwan in 2000, was once celebrated 
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in Canada for his entrepreneurial 
skills and regularly participated in 
trade missions to China with Cana- 
dian government officials. He was 
named an RBC Top 25 Canadian 
Immigrant award winner in 2015 for 
building a wine business from Rich- 
mond, B.C., with principal exports to 
the Asian market. 

“I am asking you to delay launch- 
ing formal free-trade negotiations 
with China until my parents are 
back home safely in Canada,” Ms. 
Chang wrote in the letter to Mr. Tru- 
deau that was provided to The 
Globe and Mail. 

“If your government cannot pro- 
tect and defend honest Canadian 
business people in China today, how 
will you be able to protect and 
defend honest Canadians doing 
business in China after we have a 
free-trade agreement?” 

Her parents have always been 
strong proponents of trade with Chi- 
na, she told Mr. Trudeau, and would 
normally be joining the Prime Min- 
ister on such a visit. 

“But my father cannot join you on 
your trade mission because he is sit- 
ting in a Chinese detention centre, 
denied visits from his wife and fami- 
ly and becoming sicker by the day.” 

Mr. Chang and Allison Lu were 
arrested on allegations of failing to 
pay sufficient duties on ice wine 
shipments to China - charges de- 
nied by the couple. 
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